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English as an Additional Language 
 
Rationale  
 
At Raynham, we ensure that all pupils feel safe, accepted and valued in order to achieve their full 
potential.  Pupils who have access to another language other than English are fully embraced into 
school life and our curriculum reflects the many cultures our school represents. For pupils, who are 
learning English as an additional language, this includes recognising and valuing their home 
language and background. As a school, we are aware that bilingualism can be a useful learning tool 
and that all EAL pupils can make a valuable contribution to their school community. 
 
At Raynham Primary School, we celebrate and value cultural diversity and we encourage all children 
to achieve the highest possible standards, considering each child’s life experiences and needs. 
 
Intention  
 
The aim of this policy is to help ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those children who are 
learning English as an additional language.  As a school, we work together to: 
 
● Provide our EAL pupils with a safe, welcoming, nurturing environment where they are accepted, 

valued and encouraged to participate.  
 

● Ensure access to the curriculum through high quality teaching.  
 
● Build on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider community, so that their 

developing uses of English and of other languages support one another. 
 
● Help children to speak, understand, read and write English 
 
● Make sure EAL learners are not inappropriately labelled or grouped as SEN or low ability 
 
● Acknowledge individual strengths and celebrate cultural identities. 

 
● Provide an environment, which celebrates diversity and supports English language learning. 
 
● Provide a range of opportunities for children to engage in speaking and listening activities in 

English with peers and adults and provide bilingual support to extend vocabulary where possible.  
 

● Be proactive in removing barriers that stand in the way of our EAL pupils’ learning and success 
 

● Meet our responsibilities to EAL pupils by ensuring equal access to the National Curriculum and 
the achievement of their educational potential.  
 

● To develop staff expertise to ensure that all EAL pupils attain levels of achievement appropriate to 
their intellectual abilities. 
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Implementation  
 
On arrival at Raynham, the pupil and their family are met, welcomed to our school and settled into 
class. A new arrival is a time of great excitement for children in a class and preparation is made 
ahead with buddies being assigned. This helps new pupils settle into school life.   
 
After a few days, an initial assessment on the pupils who are at the early stages of acquiring English 
is done in English and in their first language with peer or adult support wherever possible. The 
outcome is fed back quickly to the class teacher and small and achievable targets are set which are 
reviewed half termly. Teachers are skilled at recognising the small steps of progress and are eager to 
scaffold tasks so our newly arrived pupils enjoy accessing learning within the classroom at an age 
appropriate level alongside developing their confidence in English.  
 
We also offer some afternoon sessions for children acquiring English who have joined the school in 
KS2 and these sessions follow a thematic approach and are designed to build confidence quickly.  
 
We support EAL readers by providing a wide range of materials and activities that build on children's 
existing knowledge and experience as readers and writers, including books in relevant community 
languages. In KS1 and KS2 very early EAL children have weekly support sessions to accelerate 
acquisition of spoken English. Intervention for early learners of English is implemented for identified 
children. This is done through resourcing the curriculum, partnership planning and teaching, inset and 
close data tracking of new arrival pupils so their rapid progress in English language is acknowledged 
and celebrated. 
 
Our 5 Stage Model for Language Acquisition 
A – New to English (Beginners) 
A child may: 

●  Use first language for learning and other purposes 
●  Remain silent in the classroom 
●  Copy/repeat some words and phrases 
●  Understand some everyday English expressions but have minimal or no English literacy 

 
B - Early Acquisition (Beginners to intermediate) 
A child may: 

●  Follow day-to-day social communication in English 
●  Begin to use spoken English for social purposes 
●  Understand simple instructions and follow narrative/accounts with visual   

  support 
●  Develop some skills in reading and writing 
●  Become familiar with some subject specific vocabulary 
●   A child at this stage needs significant support 

 
C-  Developing Competence (Intermediate) 
A child may: 

●  Participate in learning activities with increasing independence 
●  Express themselves orally in English but structural inaccuracies are still   

  apparent 
●  Require ongoing support in literacy, particularly for understanding text and  

  writing 
●  Follow abstract concepts and more complex written English 
●   A child at this stage requires support to access the curriculum fully 
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D -  Competent (Advanced) 
A child may: 

● Develop oral English well, allowing successful engagement in activities across the curriculum 
● Read and understand a wide variety of text  
● Written English may lack complexity 
● Demonstrate evidence of errors in grammatical structure 
● A child at this stage needs support to access subtle nuances of meaning, to refine English 

usage, and to 
● Develop abstract vocabulary 

 
E - Fluent (Advanced)  

● A child at this stage can operate across the curriculum to a level of competence equivalent to 
that of a pupiL who uses English as his/her first language.  

 
 
Impact   
 
Progress in the acquisition of English is regularly assessed and monitored and teachers meet regularly 
to discuss pupil progress.  The English coordinator meets regularly with the EAL intervention teachers 
and class teachers to give guidance and support and to set targets and plan appropriate work.  We 
also  monitor the progress of the EAL pupils by analysing attainment data from termly teacher 
assessments.   
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